
By Judy Kerr, Northern California Victim Out-

reach Coordinator 

 

As Californiaôs budget woes continue, the state 

must begin making more responsible budgetary 

choices.   In April, CCV 

members took that mes-

sage to Governor 

Schwarzenegger and 

California officials. 

 

Joined by Aqeela 

Sherrills, CCVôs South-

ern California Outreach 

Coordinator, and Nick 

and Amanda Wilcox, 

CCV supporters from 

Nevada County, we de-

livered our clearly worded 

plea signed by 150 CCV supporters to Gover-

nor Schwarzenegger: save the state $1 billion 

dollars over the next five years by converting 

all 700 death sentences in the state to perma-

nent imprisonment and redirect the money to-

wards victimôs services. 

 

We also presented the Governor with our 

newly released report, The Silent Crisis in Cali-

fornia: Unsolved Murders. According to the 

report, 1,000 murders go unsolved each year in 

California due to minimal resources and fund-

ing for criminal investigations. This means that 

thousands of killers are getting away with mur-

der and continue to walk our streets freely. De-

spite this public safety crisis, we continually 

waste millions of dollars each year on the death 

penalty and on housing the 700 death row in-

mates who are already safely behind bars, oc-

cupying the only single-bedded cells in the 
California prison system. 

  

Nick and Amanda Wilcox of Nevada City de-

scribed themselves as ñtough on crimeò in our 

meeting with Governor Schwarzeneggerôs 

Crime Victim Advocate Susan Fisher and Pub-

lic Safety Liaison Tom Sawyer. Their daughter, 

Laura Wilcox, was murdered in 2001 while 

working as a summer intern 

at Nevada Countyôs Behav-

ioral Health Department. 

Her killer is not competent 

to stand trial and remains at 

Napa State Hospital.   

  

Amanda Wilcox told Susan 

Fisher that, as a school 

board member, she clearly 

recognizes the impact of the 

current budget crisis on all 

aspects of public education. 

ñIt used to be that school 

board members across the state would point to 

high school diplomas as the key to preventing 

crime,ò said Amanda.  ñNow we are recogniz-

ing the importance of early childhood pro-

grams. The costly death penalty does nothing to 

bring my daughter back, but it does negatively 

impact education services for all ages, which 

can make a difference for so many.ò  

  

The Wilcoxes are strong advocates for gun 

control and services for the mentally ill.  They 

have effectively lobbied for many criminal jus-

tice reforms, including Californiaôs ñLauraôs 

Law,ò which requires mental health services to 

be made available to individuals who do not 

recognize their need for services.  It is named 

for their daughter. 

  

Aqeela Sherrills has worked for decades in 

Watts, Los Angeles to end gang violence, and 
understands the tragic implications of failed  

criminal justice programs, including the death 

(Continued on page 3) 

CCV Asks Governor to Make Tough on 

Crime Choice to End the Death Penalty  

June 22, 2010 

Special points of 

interest:  

Murder victim family 

members deliver report 

on unsolved murders to 

Governor Schwar-

zenegger 

Photos from CCV 

events 

CCV Asks Governor to 

Make Tough on Crime 

Choice 

1 

Where Weõve Been 2 

Texan Named New 

MVFR Coordinator 

3 

Resources, Events, 

and Ways to Get 

Involved 

4 

Inside this issue:  

CCV Summer News 2010  

Cal i fo rn ia  Cr ime V ict ims fo r  Al te rnat ives  to  the  Death  Penal ty  

CCV takes message to Sacramento. 

http://www.californiacrimevictims.org/Publications/The%20Silent%20Crisis%20in%20California.pdf
http://www.californiacrimevictims.org/Publications/The%20Silent%20Crisis%20in%20California.pdf


Where Weõve Been! 

PAGE 2 CCV SUMMER NEWS 2010  2010 

Los Angeles, CAð(Left) Jasper Williams at The ñFò Word Exhibit at Watts Art Gal-

lery on April 15, 2010.  Williams stands in front of a photograph of Phyllis Rodriguez 

(whose son Greg was killed in the 9/11 attacks) and Aicha el-Wafi (whose son 

Zacarias Moussaoui was charged with conspiracy in connection with the atrocity); 

(Above) Sean Kennedy, James Clark, and Aqeela Sherrills speak about the death pen-

alty at Loyola Law School on March 1, 2010.  Photo by Robert Mata. 

Oakland, CAðMourning Mothers March 

on May 15, 2010.  Sponsored by 1,000 

Mothers to Prevent Violence in partnership 

with CCV. 

San Francisco, CAðJudy Kerr, Howard Morton, and Kate Lowenstein speak about victims, the death penalty, and unsolved 

homicides at the World Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty General Assembly on June 12, 2010 at Hastings Law School. 


